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THEATER REVIEW

'‘Blues' has a reverse effect

The laughskeep coming in "Wedding Singer Blues,' a satire of a songbird's determined pursuit of her
dream.

By David C. Nichols
Specialto The Times

June 16, 2006

Like cakeundera pillow or a hitchhiking Jersey-boun@hanteusethereis somethingsweetlyabsurdabout"Wedding SingerBlues" at Upstairsat the Coronet.In its
Los Angelespremiere singer-comediarCarla Zilber-smith'sone-womartour throughthe underbellyof the nuptial entertainmentradeis lessan outright musical
comedythan a wacky receptionhostedby a singulartalent.

A hit in its SanFranciscoworkshopat TheatreArtaud, "Wedding SingerBlues" wrapsits quasi-autobiographicalagaof Zilbersmith'scareertravailsin a festive
satirical package Jerry Buszek'sswag-laderset designsubtly tweaksVegasweddingloungesand Trentoncommunity halls at once.

As the righteousbandN musicaldirector Michael Zilber, guitaristRobertoAngelucciand drummerCraig Mcintyre N strikesup a Mangione-flavoredyroove,"The
Martini and Rossion the Rocks Room" introducesZilbersmith, whoseability to gravelup her dulcetchopsis instantly impressive.

Zeroingin on a womanseatedn the front row, Zilbersmith breathlesslyrantsaboutbridal priorities, building to a tickling snippetof "Celebration,"thenthe theme
from "Ice Castles,"one of severalrunninggags."Please don'tlet this feeling end," warblesZilbersmith, with the gooeytone and exaggeratedesturesof countless
bandstandsongbirds,and the housefalls apart.

Thus, "Wedding SingerBlues" startson a trek both zany and sentimental After informing her Vancouverfamily that sheis off to pursueher dreamsin Manhattan the
keynotesoundsfrom Zilbersmith'sgrandmothemre, "Mark my words: No good cancomeof this."

Grandmaywe shall learn, hasvalid reasondor disdainingmodernsingers(exceptBernadettePeters)and distrustingairplanes but young Carlais adamant'l haveto
follow my dream.Thereis no Canadiardream."That the Americandreamis no picnic to achievebecomeshilariously clearwhen Zilbersmith getsa singing waitressjob
at TempuraFugit, a Japaneseestaurantvith Latin aphorismson the walls.

After Zilbersmith burblesout a finely syncopated| Can'tGive You Anything But Love," a customerrequestsot anothersongbut his sakeorder. A broadly drawn
but meticulouslycontrolledjourney throughthe mazeof making a buck singing for drunkenrevelersensues.

Under Jeffrey Bihr's proficient direction, "Wedding SingerBlues" isn't exactly innovative,but it is agreeableand funny. Credit the rangy star, a strong-voicedfind
with a knackfor spot-oncharacterizationshatrecallsLily Tomlin, dialects,funny story lines andarchetypedlying backandforth fasterthana roguegarter.

Somenot so politically correctmomentsmay offend racially sensitiveviewers,and easily 10 minutesof extraneousnaterialcould go. Still, by the time Zilbersmith
makesher returnto Vancouverto discoverGrandma'seallegacyat the heartfeltfinale, it seemsclearthat "Wedding SingerBlues" is the next surefiredateshow.

'Wedding Singer Blues'

Where: Upstairsat the Coronet,366 N. La CienegaBlvd., L.A.
When: 8 p.m. Thursdaysthrough Saturdays3 p.m. Sundays
Ends: July 16

Price: $20to $25

Contact: (310) 657-7377or www.weddingsingerblues.com

Running time: 1 hour, 30 minutes
If you want other stories on this topic, search the Archives at latimes.com/archives.
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